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Dear OLP Alumnae,
We have a special favor to ask of you…

OLP Alumna Elected
to BVM Leadership Team
Sister Teri Hadro, class of
`65, was elected to the BVM
Leadership Team this past
June as Second Vice President. She will serve a 4-year
term with Sister Mary Ann
Zollmann, President, and
Sister Mira Mosle, First Vice
President.
In assuming her new position, Sister Teri will relocate
to Dubuque from Chicago
where she has been working

in the division of genetics at
Children’s Memorial Hospital.
“Dubuque’s a little closer
to St. Paul than Chicago is,”
Sister Teri commented. “Perhaps I’ll be able to attend the
alumnae Christmas Candlelighting service this year.
Candlelighting was one of
my favorite traditions at OLP
and I think it’s wonderful
that the alumnae association
has been able to resurrect it.”

OLP Alums Gather for Candlelighting
In 2007, about 140 alumnae,
friends and BVM Sisters attended
the Candlelighting Ceremony.
The 50th anniversary class of
1957 was honored with blue and
gold ribbons and several BVM
Sisters were in attendance in this
their 175th anniversary year.
As a representative of the
BVM organization, Sister Fran
Donnelly said a special prayer and
readers were from the classes of
1955, 1956, 1957 and 1958. A reception followed and class photos
were taken. You can view more
photos at www.olpalum.com.

We have always valued the bond you have with
the Sisters of Charity, BVM and the special place the
alumnae of Our Lady of Peace hold in the hearts of
all BVMs.
For the past seven years, the BVM Development
Office has provided the OLP Alumnae Newsletter to
you free of charge. But we are at a point in time that
we need to analyze the future of this alumnae newsletter.
One of the challenges we are facing is that fewer
and fewer OLP alumnae are submitting alumnae updates which makes the task of publishing this annual
newsletter increasingly difficult.
Another challenge is that the escalating costs of
paper, printing and postage associated with this newsletter often fall to the BVM Congregation.
Last year, for the first time, a donation envelope
was included in the newsletter with the hope that
incoming donations would more than cover the newsletter production expenses. In 2007 the cost for the
printing and mailing the OLP Alumnae Newsletter to 2,427 alumnae was just under $1,000.00. This
figure did not include the cost of staff time for editing
and layout of the newsletter. Eighteen donations were
received through the newsletter envelope for a total
of $1,000.00.
So we ask for your assistance if you want to continue receiving the OLP Alumnae Newsletter into
the future. Please send in your alumnae updates and
consider making a donation. If you have suggestions
for how to continue production of this newsletter,
please contact the BVM Development Office.
We will be making a final decision regarding the
future of the OLP Alumnae Newsletter based on the
response we receive to this year’s publication. Any assistance you can provide would be most appreciated.

You are always remembered in the
prayers of the Sisters of Charity, BVM.
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Class Notes
1950s
Patricia Heili Casey (`55)
and husband James moved to
a Realife Cooperative Building in the spring of 2007—no
more snow to shovel or lawns
to mow! Patricia regrets not
being able to attend the OLP
gathering for alumnae and
faculty of OLP held in St.
Paul in July 2006. She is not
only an alum but also a former
English teacher at OLP during
the 1960-61 school year.
Diane Davis Lanctot (`55)
and husband Roger celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary in 2007. They are semiretired and spend the winters
in Mesa, Arizona. Diane and
Roger have four children and
13 grandchildren.
Mary Greene Hecht (`55)
and Connie Collins Hoye
enjoyed a cruise in March

2007 with Connie’s son and
daughters. Connie, Mary
Ann and Bobbi White visited
with Father Jerry Hagen and
gave him articles to take to
the children of Guatemala last
summer (2006). Connie hosts
a `55 class “health break” at
her cabin near Siren, Wis.,
in October each year. Mary
Ann was the first OLP student
to light the Christmas candle
back in December 1951. She
was also a member of the first
class to graduate from OLP in
June 1955. Mary Ann finds
it interesting that the Candle
Lighting Ceremony continues
to this day and she thinks this
is wonderful!
Laura Lindquist Keitges
(`57) After 11 years in an
abusive marriage, which
produced three wonderful
children (Matthew, Margaretmary and Daniel) and five
years as a single mother, Laura
met and married a wonderful,
caring, patient man named

OLP Class of 57 Reunion

Photo by Tom Conlon Photogrpahy
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Ron Keitges. Ron had four
daughters by his first marriage,
Michelle, Teresa, Kristen
and Nicole (Tico). Matt was
the oldest (11) and Tico the
youngest (3). “It was a wonderful zoo when they were all
together!” They now have 14
grandchildren and one great
granddaughter. Ron worked
for Tektronix and they lived
in Amsterdam for three years
(`78-`81). It was an invaluable experience for them.
Laura is involved in Loaves
and Fishes as a volunteer and
has served on their steering
committee as chairman and
is now just as a member. She
also is a member of the SW
Multnomah County Aging
Advisory Board—past Chairman and now as a member.
She is in charge of the boutiques at the Annual Spring
Rummage sale. As a member
of the St. John Fisher Altar
Guild, Laura is in charge of
all the funeral receptions at
church and is also in charge

of the white elephant booth
at the Christmas Bazaar. She
is a Eucharistic Minister and
lector as well. On February
7, 2007, Laura underwent
surgery on the cervical area
of her back which involved
a cadaver bone fusion. Then
on February 21, they did a
four level laminectomy on her
lower back. She was in a stiff
neck brace for three months
and then a soft brace for three
months. Laura was looking
forward to the 50th reunion of
the class of 1957 that was held
in September 2007.

The Class of ’57 celebrated their 50th reunion on a
beautiful Saturday afternoon
in September. Approximately 100 attended a luncheon
at William Mitchell College
of Law (formerly OLP) in
the school auditorium which
basically looks the same as it
did 50 years ago. Classmate
Margaret Hindman Pothen’s
daughter catered the luncheon which was enjoyed
by all. It was fun reminiscing over the school photos,
and the glee club members
who were present led us in
singing a rousing version of
the Alma Mater. Also, we
were fortunate to have found
some “lost” classmates who
attended.
Sunday afternoon, ap-

proximately 45 ladies and
family enjoyed a picnic at
Thompson Park in West
St. Paul, catered by KFC!
Another beautiful day to
relax and visit. If you have
any information you’d like
sent to classmates, email
either Joyce Salisbury
Delacruz (stampurple@yahoo.com) or Mary Furlong
Crane (jermar4@comcast.
net). Mary has compiled
an email listing of those
wanting an update.
We are still missing the
following people: Janet
Kelm, Elizabeth Kennedy,
Catherine O’Bryen and
Barbara Wey. If you have
any information, please let
us know. Thanks – and
keep in touch.

Darlene Tuminello O’Hara
(`58) is now the grandmother
of two granddaughters, Emily
Mae and Elizabeth Anne.
They are the daughters of her
son, Steven. Her older son,
David, is a pilot for Northwest
Airlines. Darlene is getting
ready to join the BVM Associate Program. After 30 years
of marriage to Tom, she was
widowed in 2003.

Shirley Vitous Hanrahan (`58)
has been married to Wayne
for 47 years. They have two
children and six grandchildren.
Shirley and Wayne are both
cancer survivors.
Kathleen Conway, BVM
(Richard Marie) graduated
from OLP in 1959, entered the
BVMs in 1960 and returned to
teach Religion and Communications courses at OLP from
1969 until the school’s closing.
She taught high school at Cathedral in Chicago, freshman
courses at Mundelein College
Chicago, worked on the formation team and was a regional
representative, taught grade
school in Guayaquil, Ecuador
and presently is a hospital
chaplain in the Chicago area.
Sheila Costello McGraw
(`59) Sheila wrote the following for the newsletter: “Hi,
my name is Sheila Costello
McGraw and remembering
the manners the nuns taught
us, it’s not polite to roll you
eyes, think ‘who cares’ and
say ‘Sheila who?’ I graduated
in 1959 with an incredibly
smart and talented group of
women. The vast majority for
some reason or other are in a
witness protection program
and/or a cloistered convent
(I’m not sure there is much of
a difference between the two
but at least one will get you a
free pass to heaven…). I am
very curious about my classmates and their respective
lives (are they still respectful??). Are their lives similar
to mine? We are extremely
wealthy…it was only yesterday when I thought seriously
about buying a whole ham. I
finally decided against it because it might not be fiscally
responsible (being married
to a CPA for 44 years has me
talking that way!). Our reContinued on p. 6

▲

▲

 OLP Alumnae News

OLP Faculty Lounge
Sister Joan Frances Crowley, BVM
1951-1961
Sister Joan Frances loved her
years at OLP teaching Modern
History, Social Studies and
Religion. Sister Joan Frances
finished her teaching career
in the History Departments at
both Mundelein College and
Loyola University in Chicago. She currently resides at Wright Hall a BVM retirement
residence in Chicago.
Sister Mary Christine Athans, BVM
(Christophil)
1961-1966
Sister Christine is Professor
Emerita at The Saint Paul
Seminary School of Divinity of the University of St.
Thomas (Minnesota). She
lives in Chicago and is an
adjunct faculty member at
Loyola University and Catholic Theological
Union. Sister Christine was recently named
the new chair of the Catholic Jewish Scholars Dialogue of the Archdiocese of Chicago,
the Chicago Board of Rabbis and the Jewish
Federation.
Sister Mary Alma Sullivan, BVM (Mary
Robert Emmett)
1961-1966
Subjects taught: American,
English and World Literature;
Creative Writing; Journalism
After leaving OLP and the
Twin Cities, Sister Mary Alma
joined the faculty at Mundelein College Chicago in 1972
and then taught at Loyola University-Chicago in 1991 when the two colleges merged.
Her academic specialties included English
and Journalism, Motion Picture Studies;
Studies in Popular Culture and Layout and
Design. She retired in 1996.
In 2003, Sister Mary Alma celebrated
her 50th anniversary as a Sister of Charity of
the Blessed Virgin Mary. She currently lives
in Chicago in a two-flat occupied by BVMs.
Her two housemates of 30 years were also
colleagues at Mundelein and Loyola.
Retirement has allowed Sister Mary

Alma to serve the BVMs in the Great Lakes
area as editor of a regional newsletter and to
write for SALT magazine (published by the
BVMs). Her hobbies include gardening in
her small but manageable yard, painting and
poetry. Sister Mary Alma recently created
lyrics for two hymns featured at the BVM
175th Jubilee Celebration in June 2008.
Sister Mary Alma is grateful for her
memories of OLP. “My life, while not
without the usual stumbling blocks humans
encounter, has been rich in the people I’ve
met along the way and the opportunities
I’ve had. Those students and their families
who entered my life during my OLP days,
especially those with whom I worked on the
school newspaper, are among the blessings
that came my way.”
Sister Lois Dolphin, BVM
1966-1977
Subjects taught: Chemistry,
Physics, Physical Science
Sister Lois has been in Chicago since 1988 when she
came to study in the Biblical Spirituality Program at
Catholic Theological Union.
After a year of study, she
taught at Seton Academy, a Catholic girls’
school (which has since gone co-ed in order
to survive). Then Sister Lois taught for
five years at St. Benedict High School and
retired from there in 2004. She is now with
the City Colleges of Chicago teaching one
class in chemistry at Truman College. Sister
Lois enjoys taking advantage of all the
wonderful cultural activities that Chicago
has to offer!
Sister Virginia M. Healy, BVM (Mary
Richardette)
1966-1976
Subjects taught: Religion,
English, World History
Sister Virginia now resides
at Marian Hall, the BVM
infirmary in Dubuque, Iowa.
“I have many happy memories of my days in St. Paul,”
reflects Sister Virginia.
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BVM Jubilarians Have Fond Memories of OLP;
Give Highlights of Life Journeys
Among this year’s 18 BVMs who are
golden jubilarians, two spent happy years
as students and one as a faculty member
at OLP. These jubilarians share memories and their journeys since OLP days.

Sister Mary Nolan, BVM
Class of `58
One of my favorite memories of us
as freshmen was our volley ball cheers,
“We are the tip topper team you see,
we play volleyball at OLP, we’re so
quick and sharp at play we hope to win
most every day…” The good team
spirit that began then continues today.
I entered the Sisters of Charity and
received the name Patricia Mary, BVM,
in honor of my older sister Pat (OLP
charter class of `55). I knew I was called
to love and serve God in this way of life
but I didn’t know it would be 50 extraordinary years of growing and learning,
always in process.
After graduating from Mundelein
College in Chicago, I was challenged
and deepened when I put my B.A.
degree to the test and taught primary
grades in Iowa and New York. After receiving my M.A. in Religious
Education, I served as a Director of
Religious Education and/or Pastoral
Associate in parishes in Minnesota,
Mississippi, Colorado, Texas and Missouri. This journey widened my circle
of special friends to include Hispanics
and African Americans. Their roots
run deep and they enriched my life.
Recently I had the privilege and
responsibility of serving the Sisters in
my BVM community as the elected
Regional Representative for the South
Central area. As my frequent flyer

miles grew and the tires wore down on
the Toyota Prius, I came to know and
love 300 sisters in a unique way. Whether active or retired, their lives speak to
me about BVM core values that began 50
years ago at OLP, namely Justice, Charity, Freedom and Education.
This year as I celebrate my Golden
Jubilee, I am deeply grateful for people,
prayer, poetry and nature which daily
shape my journey. Don’t you think our
school song lives on in each one of us?
Alma Mater! Hear the song we sing…
Time may scatter us but you will be
Through all future years
Still our source of strength and unity
In our hopes and fears…

Sister Patricia Thalhuber, BVM
Class of `58
Fifty years have passed since my
graduation from OLP. The memories
are many and dear to my heart.
I can recall how excited I was to attend this school as it was a new addition
to Catholic high school education in
the Twin Cities. The sisters were excellent teachers and a lot of fun. They
were very patient with us as teenagers.
Being class treasurer in my Senior year
provided me with an opportunity to be
involved in fundraising activities for our
many events.
Presently I am living in Inver Grove
Heights, Minnesota and working parttime with the restorative justice program. It is a program aimed in bringing
victim, offender and community together for reconciliation and accountability.
Together with this program, I journey

with women incarcerated and have
co-authored a book titled, Building a
Home for the Heart, which highlights
the use of circles for healing.

Sister Letitia Close, BVM (St. Noel)
1964-1970

Often during the `90s and since,
I’ve thought that the decade of the
“`60s” was only yesterday! When
I began to teach in 1963, I was assigned to LaSalle High School in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. I must have
been a terrific success, because in
1964 I was assigned to teach at Our
Lady of Peace High School in St.
Paul, Minnesota.
I was nervous about teaching at
OLP. It had a reputation in the BVM
Community as a great school. OLP
was an unforgettable experience
for me. I quickly grew to love the
students and the faculty of OLP. By
the time I retired from OLP, I had
developed no reputation as a teacher,
but what I did develop was a freedom
to take risks. Sometimes we called
that “following the Spirit.” That
freedom to take risks has been my life
story since leaving OLP.
On August 2, I will be 50 years
a member of the Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. I
chose to enter the BVMs when I
was nine years old. I was inspired by
the BVMs who taught at Our Lady
of Lourdes in Chicago during the
`40s and `50s. Before them, I was
inspired by the faith and the perseverance of my parents, both natives
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In Memoriam
“Lord, for your faithful people life is changed,
not taken away”
of Ireland. They loved the USA and
they loved freedom. In their youth
they knew persecution and ridicule
for their religion and language.
Times hardly change at all, it seems.
Looking back, I believe that their
spirit of justice influenced me.
Before leaving St. Paul in 1997, I
apprenticed in a program for drug and
alcohol dependent boys. Eventually,
I influenced that agency to establish
a similar resource for female teens.
While serving there with another
OLP graduate, I had the experience
of working with the county mental
health center to figure out programs
and funding for our fledgling agency.
Our “contracts” with the federal
and local government experienced
government rule changes every six
months. Meanwhile I joined a local
social services association comprised
of the CEOs of about 18 non-profit
agencies in Minnesota. From my
association with this group of people,
I received encouragement, information, professional interest and respect.
I drew a lot of peace from them as
well.
An essential part of my “education-on-the-go” was night classes at
the University of Minnesota’s School
of Public Health. It had initiated a
program to train and to certify persons to work in a new field “chemical
dependency.”
From St. Paul I went to Chicago
and began an agency to bring assistance to nuns with “chemical dependency.” I did this with the help of four
other BVM Sisters who were similarly trained. To this day, one of those
BVMs and I continue this mission
to nuns who are addicted to alcohol,
medication/drugs, food, spending, and
gambling. This has been my path to
helping women achieve freedom and
value in their lives.

1957
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1960
1971

Mary Geraghty VanDenBoom
Mary Barbour McCarthy
Gay Beagini Sullivan
Diane Bonnin Peterson
Rosalie Casanova
Kathleen Flanagan Dreyling
Doris Griffin
Patricia Haider
Theresa Hagney Smith
Josephine Healy
Elizabeth Ann (Betty) Kane Livingston
Janet La Mere Harris
Pat Madigan Cerizo
Barbara Mullner
Barbara Stephan Schmidt
Sue Sherwin
Mary Wayman Tessling
Jo Ann Wind Mishak
Dianne Wrich Mulrooney
Mary Lou Backes Linn
Mary J. Krenner

Sister Janet Schewe, BVM (Janice)
October 3, 1915 – July 5, 2007
Sister Janet was missioned at OLP from 1961 to 1967 and
taught chemistry and biology. She was also senior homeroom
teacher.
Sister Michaeleen Gibbons, BVM
February 22, 1923 – July 9, 2007
Sister Michaeleen served as principal
at OLP from 1968-1973.
Sister Margaret Herberich, BVM
(Herbert)
June 15, 1918 – September 21,
2007
Sister Margaret taught English and
history at OLP from 1957-1961. She
also served as dean and senior homeroom teacher.
A memorial fund has been established for these Sisters.
If you would like to add to this memorial or establish a
memorial for a classmate, please send your gift to the
BVM Development Office or for on-line giving go to
www.bvmcong.org.

OLP newsletter, (b) call 320587-8478 or write (if you are
allowed sharp objects) at 685
Linden Avenue SW, Hutchinson MN 55350, (c) pray for
an end to the war in Iraq. P.S.
Thank God for our Catholic
religion. Our granddaughter
Mary Catherine (whose name
falls into the category of ‘too
many letters’) has her name
abbreviated to Mary Cath so
naturally we call her Mary
Catholic. Last week she won
1st place in the Hutchinson
Public School Geography
Bee by answering the question, ‘What country is located
entirely within the city of
Rome?’.”
Ruth Ferber King (`59) is
now retired from teaching
aerobics, nursing home work
and home healthcare. She
is enjoying retirement with
Tom, loving the ten grandkids

and painting watercolors.
Helen Lannon McNeill, Barb
Neher Fritz and Ruth are
curious if there are plans for a
50th reunion in 2009. If there
will be a reunion, Tom has
volunteered to be the designated driver. P.S. Made it to
66, Sheila!
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cent fire in the bathroom was
put out before it even reached
the house. Thank God! We
travel extensively—we made
the 65 mile trip to St. Paul
four times last year and were
able to dine at White Castle
three times. The added bonus
to eating sliders and onion
chips in the car means for the
next six weeks anyone riding
in the Mister’s car will know
exactly where we’ve been
and what we did! We have
been married two thirds of our
lives (some very good years in
there). We have been most
successful (5 children, 15
grandchildren and 2 housebroken dogs – what could be
better!) I can’t retire because
I would have to work first.
We figure, conservatively
speaking, the Mister can retire
at the age of 87 if we continue
to be careful with our spending. Please (a) write to the

 OLP Alumnae News

1960s

Virginia Neff Hickey (`59)
Virginia’s granddaughter will
graduate in May 2008 from
another BVM school, Xavier
College Preparatory School in
Phoenix, Arizona.

Peggy Nolan, BVM (`61) is
finishing up 8 years of BVM
congregational leadership
in August. Next year she is
going to relax, attend a few
workshops, do a little traveling and look around for what’s
next on the horizon. She
loved last year’s candle-lighting ceremony and home to
reconnect with lots of you at
next year’s. Sister Peggy also
taught English at OLP from
1969-1973.

Karen Oberg Valerius
(`59) loves reading the OLP
newsletters. She sent in a
change of address so that she
will continue to receive them.
She is still living in the same
old house (built the year she
was born), but no longer has
to go to the post office to get
her mail.

Deborah Ann (Deb) Schultz
Mitsch (`60) and husband
Frank live on 40 acres of
woods near Mohican State
Park in Ashland County,
Ohio. They have three grown
children and six grandchildren, two dogs, and two cats
(always subject to change).
Deb graduated with an As-

sociates Degree in 1979 and a
Bachelors Degree in Nursing
from the Ohio State Univ. in
1988. She is now retried from
the State of Ohio. Her hobbies include sewing, biking
and ice skating (must be the
Minnesota influence, except
that she likes to do it indoors)
and above all reading. Deb
said that she would enjoy
hearing from other alums.
Susan Butler Kiefer (`61)
shares that one of her favorite
summer activities is taking
pictures at county fairs. Her
photography—from 4th of
July fireworks to livestock
judging—has earned blue
ribbons at the Cass County
Fair (which is close to the
Butler Family lake cottage).
My favorite model is her great
granddaughter, Lily Ann
Marie, who Susan describes as
having a “blue ribbon smile.”
Cass Dalglish (`62) In May
2007, Cass was invited to
speak at the extended session
of the Inanna Conference
offered by the British Museum
in London. She read from her
interpretation of Enheduanna’s song to Inanna. Enheduanna (2350 BCE) is the first
poet in history. She lived in
what we now consider Iraq.
Cass sent a business card.
She is Associate Professor of
English & Chair. Women’s
Studies at Augsburg College
in Minneapolis.
Mary Anfang Kline (`63)
became a widow in September
2004. She is handicapped
and must use either a walker
or a wheelchair; but, she can
drive!
Judy Normandin Alexander
(`64) has been a realtor in
the Denver area for 18 years.
She lives in Littleton with
husband Rob. Judy has two
children, two stepchildren
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Save the Date
5th Annual Candlelighting Ceremony
Sunday, December 21, 2008
2:00 PM
William Mitchell Auditorium
This year finals will be over the preceding Friday so we will have no parking problems
and the building to ourselves. Remember the building is handicapped accessible.
We want to encourage you to bring family and friends and make this a special spiritual
experience with a reception to follow.
Additionally, we are wondering if you would be interested in actively participating in
an Alumnae Association. If so, let me hear from you. Please respond to me/us in one of
three ways:
1.		Phone: 651-633-8657
2.		Email: jonimitch@comcast.net
3.		Mail: Mary Joyce
		5447 Babcock Trail #105
		Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077

and seven grandchildren.
Sue Sittard (`68) has been
a Secular Franciscan (3rd
Order) for 24 years and for 27
years has been in “Listening
Horse” Ministry. She is no
longer with “street people”
but in farm life, enjoying their
chickens and cats. She enjoys
geneology and scrapbooking
family history in rare quiet
times. Sue still writes cat and
bear stories for children and is
still looking for a good artist!
(Marcia Peterson, where are
you?). She is interested in a
40th reunion.

1970s
Mary K. Baumann (`69)
wrote to inform us of her
move from New York to Minneapolis.

Pamela Dierkhising (`73)
has been married to Marvin
for 32 years. They have four
children and three grandchildren. Pamela is currently an
accounting specialist for a
manufacturing company. She
and Marvin love to travel and

will be going to Ireland in the
fall of 2007. They also love
their time with their family.
Elizabeth Kay (`74) sent
us her address so she could
receive the newsletter.

Upcoming OLP Class Reunion
Class of `68 – 40th Reunion
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2008
Time: 6:00 PM
Place: Town & Country Club; St. Paul, MN
Cost: $50/person
For more information contact:
Jet Quast
Phone: 651-481-9882
Email at jqpaulu@visi.com
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